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Bishop Luers High School 


FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 


Top: Front Entrance / right center: 
Bishop Pursley breaking ground Sept. 8, 
1857 lower left: Bishop laying cornerstone 
August 24, 1958 / lower right: Side view 
of Gymnasium and Classroom Wing 


Souvenir of 


DEDICATION 


Bishop Luers High School 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


May 3, 1959 


His Holiness, Pope John XXIII 


The Most Reverend John Henry Luers, D.D. 


First Bishop of Fort Wayne 


Oty, * ‘got : 
bit ORS Vie PS 


The Most Reverend Leo A. Pursley, D.D. 
Bishop of Fort Wayne 


ih 
=a 
ul 
AW 


Dearly Beloved in Christ: 


This brief message of greeting gives me another opportunity to 
thank the pastors of Allen County and their devoted parishioners 
for making possible the imposing group of buildings which we 
are dedicating today. It is understood, of course, that I thank them 
as their Bishop for their support of a project which was necessary 
for the continued Christian education of their children. 


Even before I was appointed Bishop of Fort Wayne I realized the 
necessity that faced us and took immediate steps to meet it. 
The campaign to raise adequate funds for two more high schools 
in Fort Wayne was inaugurated in June, 1956. The campaign was 
successful and one unit of the project has been completed. The 
other will follow as time and circumstances permit. 


Because the building of this new high school was in progress 
during our Diocesan Centennial I named it after Bishop Luers. 
His service to the diocese in the first years of its history should be 
memorialized in this worthy fashion. It is, I am sure, the devout 
hope and prayer of all our clergy, religious and laity, whether 
directly concerned or not, that Bishop Luers High School, its 
teachers and pupils, present and future, will receive in the sol- 
emn blessing that we invoke upon them today a rich and constant 
flow of Divine Grace to insure the lasting fruit of their efforts. 


Devotedly in Christ, 


ye ae 


Most ReEv. LEo A. PURSLEY, D.D., 
May 3, 1959 Bishop of Fort Wayne 


Bisuop LUERS HIGH SCHOOL represents the latest evidence in 
Allen County of the deep and lasting concern of the Church for the 
. young people of secondary school age. The tradition of post elemen- 
tary school education for Catholics of Fort Wayne stands well grounded 
in the history of the schools in this area. Under the leadership of the 
Bishop and priests, the Catholic people of the Fort Wayne area have 
been blessed for many decades with a continuing educational program 
that reaches beyond the traditional grade school into the field of sec- 
ondary education where the problems of youth most frequently reach 
their ‘critical stage and where the guidance of the teachings of the 
Church has particular importance and emphasis. 


One does not look at the graceful modern lines and wonderful 
facilities of the new Bishop Luers High School without seeing there 
a continuation of the high school for boys and the academies for girls 
and the commercial high schools for boys and girls that provided for 
the secondary school education of students under Catholic auspices 
since the turn of the century. These efforts were consolidated in the 
building of the Central Catholic High School in 1939 which from that 
date until the present time, carried the task of the high school educa- 
tion of the Catholic youth of the Fort Wayne area. 


A careful study made in the summer of 1953 indicated that the 
problems of housing the high school students in the same percentages 
that were customary would become critical within a very short period 
of time. By the spring of 1955, it was seen by the Bishop with the 
pastors of the Fort Wayne area that immediate measures would have 
to be undertaken to house the coming tide of students until a new high 
school could be built. Thus, during the summer of 1955 an addition 
was made to Central Catholic High School to handle the students for 
the fall. 


Throughout the fall of 1955, Bishop Pursley was engaged in the 
problem of consolidating plans to meet the future with wisdom and 
thought. The pastors of the parishes in Allen County responded alertly 
and immediately to the leadership of their Bishop. In a series of meet- 
ings the general plan of action emerged. Additional schools would be 
built and the great sacrifice and effort needed to begin and carry on 
the task would be willingly shouldered. The future would look in the 
direction of the expansion of the city, the changing trends of the popu- 
lation, and would take into account the great increases in the Catholic 
school population that would exist within the short period of a few years. 


Rev. J. William Lester 
Superintendent of Schools 
Diocese of Fort Wayne 


Rev. Edmund Moore, O.F.M. 
Principal . 
Bishop Luers High School 


Very Reverend 
Vincent Kroger, O.F.M. 
Provincial 
St. John Baptist Province 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Mother M. Emilie, O.S.F. 
Provincial Superior 
Sisters of St. Francis, 
Mishawaka, Indiana 
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PROGRAM 


SUNDAY, MAY 3, 1959 / 3:30 P.M. 


Blessing of Our Lady of Lourdes Convent 
Blessing of St. Julian Friary 


Blessing of Bishop Luers High School 
In the Auditorium 


Greeting 
from the Provincial of the Franciscan Fathers 


Very Reverend Vincent Kroger, O.F.M. 


Dedicatory address 
Most Reverend Leo A. Pursley, D.D. 
Bishop of Fort Wayne 


Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 


Closing hymn sung by the congregation 


Following the Dedication Ceremony in the Auditorium 
the public is invited to visit and view the School, 


the Friary and Convent. 


Though tracts of land were purchased in both the North and South 
limits of the city, it was decided to build immediately in the South area 
as the population expansion from the cnter of the city was more ad- 
vanced than in the North location. As the population increase consoli- 
dates in the area to the North of the city, a further drive for the expan- 
sion of high school facilities to that area will enable the Catholics of 
Allen County to maintain sufficient facilities for a Catholic high school 
education for all of their children. While the population trends show 
a great shift to the suburban limits of the city, it is not expected that 
the present Central Catholic High School will cease to provide a very 
essential educational service for many years to come. 


By the end of January, 1956, a great fund-raising undertaking was 
initiated. Mobilizing the forces of the clergy and the laymen of all 
of the parishes of Allen County, a well-organized and energetically con- 
ducted campaign over a period of four months saw the pledging of an 
amount in excess of two and one-half million dollars. This period of 
intense activity ended in June and ushered in a two-year payment plan 


for the fulfilling of pledges. 


Through the hard work of architect and contractors alike, the new 
Bishop Luers High School was completed sufficiently to open its doors 
in September, 1959, to the first freshman class. Each year another 
class will be added so that the fall of 1962 will initiate it’s first school 
year with a full complement of four years high school work. 


The importance of a dedicated and zealous faculty cannot be 
measured. Since this is the true factor that forms and shapes the souls 
and minds of the young under the help of Divine Grace, Bishop Pursley 
was exceedingly pleased to secure the services of the Franciscan Fa- 
thers of the Cincinnati Province to assume charge of the school. As 
their co-workers in charge of the girls department of the Bishop Luers 
High School, the Sisters of St. Francis, whose motherhouse is at 
Mishawaka, are welcomed with a deep sense of appreciation for the 
excellent standards of their teaching and example. Organized as a co- 
institutional school, Bishop Luers High School is blessed with the serv- 
ices and dedication of these religious. 


The new Bishop Luers High School is constructed to provide edu- 
cational facilities to correspond with that type of instructional organi- 
zation that has been termed “co-instructional.” Separate classroom 


Top left: Typical Classroom / top right: Main Lobby 
left center: Physics Laboratory / in circle: Corridor 
lower left: Cafeteria Service Counter 


lower right: Chemistry Laboratory 


School and Friary Chapel, Friary Dining Room and Convent Recreation Room 


wings provide for separate instruction of the boys and girls in their 
classwork. Centralized facilities such as library, science laboratories, 
music and art departments, cafeteria and other areas are used by both 
sections of the school and thus save the money of duplicating these 
areas if separate schools for boys or girls had been constructed, While 
separated in class work, adequate plans for boys and girls together in 
all the activities of the school provide ample opportunity for unity of 
school spirit and for development of desirable social outcomes. 


Bishop Luers High School is constructed about a central core that 
embraces the library, the science laboratories, the homemaking de- 
partments, the art and music department, the main offices and the 


Top: The Library / left & right center: Homemaking Department 
lower left: Cafeteria / lower right: Arts & Crafts Department 


commercial department. Two separate classroom wings provide instruc- 
tional space for the boys and girls and also feed directly into the 
central area for library, class, or laboratory work in any of the spe- 
cialized areas. Gymnasium and cafeteria facilities are constructed so 
that they are not only accessible from the interior of the building, but 
they have separate outside entrances and may be screened from the 
rest of the building if it be found desirable to have activities of a com- 
munity nature in these building areas without disturbing the instruc- 
tional area in any way. The building exemplifies the best of modern 
design and incorporates the latest features of school building construc- 
tion. The school possesses a full range of equipment for the essential 
purposes of the educational process. It is believed that a happy blend- 
ing of the demands of utility and beauty has been achieved in the new 
Bishop Luers High School. 


Connected to the school is the friary, or residence for the Fran- 
ciscan Fathers who staff the school. The friary has attached to it a 
chapel of modest dimensions but which will serve for daily Mass for 
students and a focal point for Visits to the Blessed Sacrament. Across 
the avenue is the convent for the Sisters of St. Francis. A private 
chapel is attached to the living quarters of the Sisters where they also 
will be privileged to have the Blessed Sacrament and daily Mass. 


The high school has been named after Bishop Luers who was the 
first Bishop of the Diocese of Fort Wayne. The centennial celebration 
of the founding of the diocese as this high school was built made the 
selection of this name most appropriate and serves as a link with the 
very foundation of the diocese. The friary will be named in honor of 
St. Julian, the patron saint of Father Julian Benoit, pioneer priest of 
Fort Wayne. The convent named in honor of Our Lady of Lourdes 
honors the centennial celebration of the Apparition of Our Lady at 
Lourdes to Bernadette Soubirous. Thus all the buildings on the prop- 
erty in their naming signify persons and events of the greatest impor- 
tance to the Catholic people of this place and this period of time. 


Top: Gymnasium / left center: Dean of Girls’ Office 
right center: Principal’s Office / lower left: Sisters 


Lounge in School / lower right: General Office. 


Tue impressive picture of the Cathedral crowded with men to re- 
ceive the blessing of Bishop Leo A. Pursley and the pastors of Allen 
County, is but one small pictorial representation of the tremendous job 
that the Catholic men of Allen County did in the solicitation of pledges 
for the Catholic High Schools Campaign. Called to the task by Bishop 
Leo A. Pursley and their pastors, the men of Allen County more than 
justified the confidence placed in them. The results of the campaign 
are a great tribute to their faith, their zeal, and their commitment to 
the Catholic education of their children. This task was assumed to be 


the responsibility of men as the heads of families — and as men they 
did the job. 


Inspirational leadership for the entire campaign was provided by 
the members of the Executive Committee. Together with Bishop 
Pursley, F. Edward Schouweiler served as general chairman of the 
campaign. Serving as associate general chairmen were James Keenan 
and Thomas McKiernan (deceased), who were joined in their efforts 
by Richard G. Nill, Memorial Gifts chairman and Donnelly P. McDon- 
ald, Sr., chairman of the Business and Industry section. 


Impossible to name individually are the men who worked in 
every parish in either the advance memorial phase, the general phase 
or the continuation phase of this great drive. Their contributions can- 
not be measured in terms of worldly recognition, and their names are 
known to God Himself. The magnitude of the response of the men 
to their job, can be gleaned from the fact that over 1,100 men gave 
themselves in one way or another to secure the success of this campaign. 


To them the Bishop, the priests and the people of Allen County 
say “God bless you.” 


PATRONS 


of this special Dedication Booklet 


American Standard Industrial Divison 
Amstan Supply Division 

Bradley & Bradley Architects 

John Dehner, Inc. 

Dix-Kelly Electric Company 


Fort Wayne Siructural Steel Company 


General Dredging Company, Inc. 

A. Hattersley & Sons, Ine. 

Hillman Cafeteria Equipment Company 
Irmsher & Sons, Ine. 

Michael Kinder & Sons, Inc. 

King School Equipment Compaiiy 


Knight Tree & Landscape Company 

John V. McCarthy & Associates, Catholic Financial Consultants 
William P. McDonald Ince. 

Fred Medart Products, Inc. — Gymnasium Equipment 
Moss Engineering Corporation 


Oid Fort Supply Company 


O’Reilly Office Supply Company 

Roethele Building Materials, Ine. 

Schlatter Hardware Company, Ine. 

Shrex of Ft. Wayne — Library and Office Equipment 
United Plumbing & Heating Company 

Wheatley’s, Inc. — Schos! Equipment & Supplies 
Ziegler Shade & Venetian Company 
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